Wisconsin Debate Coaches’ Association Scholarship Information

The WDCA Scholarship is a $300 award presented to two 12th grade debaters of WDCA member schools who have demonstrated expertise in Policy, Lincoln-Douglas or Public Forum Debate, sportsmanship, scholarship, and leadership in school and community activities. Our recipients have shown integrity through action. The presentations will be made at the Wisconsin State Debate Tournament in December.

Application Forms: 

All application materials must be completed and received no later than December 15, 2011. Letters of recommendation will be expected and due in the same timeframe.  The applications will be reviewed the following week, so this is a very firm deadline.

Send the forms to: Doris Sexton, WDCA Past-President at:
West Bend East High School

West Bend, Wisconsin 53095

(262) 483-2730

dsexton@west-bend.k12.wi.us
Guidelines for Selection:

1. Overall grade point average of 2.75 or better on a 4.0 scale.

2. Involvement in debate (3 year minimum and quality performance). Weighted 50%. 

3. Involvement in other school and community activities. Weighted 25%.

4. Statements from recommendations including information about personal traits, habits, leadership, integrity, etc. Weighted 20%.

5. Neatness, completeness, accuracy and mechanics of application form. Weighted 5%.

Applicant Directions:

1. Fill out the personal form. Be certain that it is accurate and legible.

2. Have a school official (guidance counselor, guidance, or administrator) fill in and initial the grade point information to verify its accuracy.

3. Ask two adults for letters of recommendation. One letter should be from your debate coach. The second should be from someone who knows you well. That might include a teacher, administrator, counselor, clergy, employer, librarian, or club advisor. Provide each writer with a copy of the letter guidelines and a stamped, addressed envelope for their use.

4. Remind them that this letter must be received by the WDCA Awards & Nomination Chairperson no later than December 15, 2011. (Perhaps you should check back with them to see that all is well.) Letters received after the deadline will disqualify your application.

Selection Criteria:

1. The Awards & Nominations Committee Chairperson shall read all materials and select a minimum of one-third of the submitted students to become Final Candidates.

2. The Awards & Nominations Committee Chairperson shall send copies of the Final Candidates’ materials to each Awards & Nominations Committee member, with a rating sheet.

3. Committee members shall read all materials and without consultation rate each candidate. All materials and rating sheets shall be returned to the Chairperson within two weeks of receipt.

4. The Chairperson shall compile all ratings to determine the first two choices (scholarship winners) and the third and forth place finishers.

5. The names of the winners will be announced at the Wisconsin State Debate Tournament. The alternates shall not be identified, unless a winner becomes ineligible. Ineligibility may result from, but is not limited to, falsification of application materials, drop in grade point average, or disciplinary actions from home or school.

Wisconsin Debate Coaches’ Association Scholarship Application Form

Date: ____________________


(Official Use Only: Date Received: ________________)

A. Identification Information:

Name: 

______________________________________________________________________________

Last





First



Middle

Address: 
______________________________________________________________________________

City: 

__________________________________ 
State: ______ 

Zip Code: _______________ 

Home Phone: 


_____________________________

Name of Parents/Guardians: 
_____________________________ 

Grade Point Average: (To be filled out by a school official) ____________

Signature of Official:  __________________________________________

B.
Personal Information: 

1.
List the high schools that you have attended. List most recent first.

2. 
Please detail your debate background. Give specific examples of courses, institutes, workshops, events attended, awards, etc.

3.
Please list other activities (school and community) in which you are active, with dates of participation, types of activities, offices held, etc.

4.
Provide a short personal statement about your post-high school goals.

Wisconsin Debate Coaches’ Association Scholarship Recommendation Letter Guidelines

Thank you for taking time to assist a Wisconsin debater. The WDCA appreciates your input. As you write your recommendation, please remember that you are helping the selection committee members meet and evaluate the candidate. Because the committee may not be acquainted with this candidate, please give us all of the information that you think is relevant, whether it is positive or negative. The committee wants to make the most enlightened decision possible.

Although you may not be able to answer each suggested item, please be as complete as possible. Do not feel limited to the suggested list. Any information you can provide will be greatly appreciated.

Suggested areas of information regarding the scholarship applicant include:

1. Length of time and capacity in which you are acquainted.

2. Predictions for the future success of the candidate (college, post-college, career, etc.).

3. Your insights about the student’s personality traits, habits, leadership, integrity, etc.

4. Anecdotes or other specific examples to clarify your comments.

5. Strengths and weaknesses you have observed as compared to other past students or students in general.

6. Comments about the applicant’s involvement (debate, school, community, employment, etc.).

Please mail your letter in the stamped, addressed envelope provided by the applicant. The deadline for this letter is December 15, 2011. Letters received after that date will not be accepted and will disqualify this candidate from further consideration by the WDCA Awards & Nominations Committee. Again, thank you for your assistance and consideration.

