W.D.C.A Fall Minutes
Wisconsin Debate Coaches Association

	Informed citizenship through critical thinking, research, and the presentation of ideas in an educationally competitive environment.



.
Minutes to WDCA meeting, September 18, 2004

Greendale High School

The WDCA secretary called the meeting to order at 8:40 am with an announcement that the president, Randy Goodman, had resigned. Eric Van Ert, WDCA treasurer, was presented as the president pro-tem for the meeting. He took over and asked for the body to suspend the rules and to make current president-elect, Nathan Hanson,  president,  and holding an election under new business to fill the vacancy in the position of president-elect. Jim Sauer moved and Laura Maly seconded.  The suspension of the rules passed by a unanimous voice vote.

Nominations for president-elect were taken from the floor. Sharon Sharko nominated Laura Maly.  Mike Traas nominated Jessica Hager.

Officers Reports

Past President’s Report:

 Sharon Sharko announced that with the resignation, all committee chairs were asked to remain, and all of them agreed. She next presented the limited novice topics. She indicated that the extraordinary circumstances made it necessary for her to convene an on-line meeting with Eric Van Ert and Nathan Hanson to select them. She said that Tom Noonan and Steve Gargo were consulted about possibilities before hand. 

The 2004  Limited Novice Topics are: 

Resolved: That the United States federal government should establish a foreign policy substantially increasing its support of United Nations peacekeeping operations.
· By joining with the UN to establish a rapid deployment force responding to the peacekeeping needs in Africa or the Middle East. 

· By providing training and personnel to target crimes against women in areas of conflict. 

· By engaging the UN to support or replace the NATO mission in Kosovo. 

· Through ratification of and active participation in the International Criminal Court.

Sharon Sharko presented the calendar for the 2004 – 2005 season.

Nick Bubb added Madison Memorial to the schedule, replacing Milwaukee Pius, November 12 – 13. Nathan Hanson changed the date for Wausau East.  Jim Sauer announced that WHSFA cannot host on January 7 – 8, and would like to re-schedule their state tournament for January 14 – 15. NFL qualifiers were moved to January 7 – 8, in Appleton. (All changes are reflected in the above calendar).

Secretary’s report:

Steve Gargo presented the meetings to the spring meeting. These were corrected and approved by voice vote.  He then asked members to register and pay their dues in a timely fashion in order to get mailing labels updated and a directory printed. Only 16 schools registered so far. Adam Jacobi requested that mailing labels be posted on the WDCA web page.

Treasurer’s report: 

Eric Van Ert announced that he has been working to establish WDCA’s as a non-profit. There are tournament ballots for sale. The treasury holds $8,305.75 to date.

Committee Reports

History Committee:

Jim Sauer announced that at the spring meeting, a history of the WDCA brochure containing interviews with coaches, stories, and pictures would be made available. He said that there is a sponsor to pay for these brochures. Jim asked that coaches submit items for the brochure.

Judging Standards and Ethics Committee:

Roland Faas indicated to the WDCA that he is accepting his appointment on a temporary basis and when a successor is chosen, he will mentor the new chairperson.  He presented Judges’ Packet, 7th edition. He reminded the tournament hosts to select a host’s committee of three coaches to monitor ethics violations. He requested that the group email any complaints to his home, at: faas@milw.pc.com
Middle School Committee: 

Cheryl Bachtell announced that MPS supports middle school debate programs. MPS also voted to open their middle school Friday night tournaments to all comers. New programs at Greendale and Merrill are planned.

New Coaches:

Sharon Sharko announced that Marilyn Deppe had a family emergency and was not able to attend, and that on-line new coach materials are available on the WDCA web site.

Tournament Practices Committee:

There is no chairperson for this committee.

Handbook Committee:

Jessica Hager discussed the issues surrounding WDCA procedures. She outlined a transparent on-line set of discussions to establish WDCA by-laws and Constitutional requirements and indicated that there is every intention to bring flexibility to our operations.

Media and Communications Committee: 

Peg Erbes and Adam Jacobi discussed the data from the survey of coaches results would help them get WDCA community support. They also indicated that they are putting together a packet for judges with a thank you, website list, and a WDCA pen. The committee will sponsor a T-shirt design contest on the debate or on the debate topic.

Old Business

Mike Traas moved and seconded by Adam Jacobi that WDCA and WFCA hold a joint spring meeting, May 6 – 7. Discussion centered on the Saturday as the meeting date and Sheboygan tentatively will be selected as the location.

Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.

Mary Knutson thanked WDCA for the Hall of Fame honor.

The spring oral critiques proposal was brought forward for a second vote. Mary Knutson asked for a friendly amendment to change will to may. The proposal reads as follows with the friendly amendment: 

While oral critiques may be educational value, a judge must fully communicate his/her decision on the ballot. Oral critiques restrict the ability of a tournament to proceed as close to the scheduled time as possible. The local tournament director may fine the school of that judge $15 for each round in which an oral critique was given.

Discussion ensued: Jason Chapman asked for a definition of oral critique. Rollie Faas informed him  that WDCA defines an oral critique as: discussion about the round after the round is over.  Some discussion about mandated this requirement for tournament directors led Eric VanErt to report that the spirit of the proposal was to give tournament directors some leeway.

The amendment passed by a unanimous voice vote and so did the proposal for a SECOND TIME.

New Business

The election for a new WDCA president elect was held after nomination speeches. Jessie Hager over Laura Maly in a 19 – 17-1 vote.

Nathan Hanson then gave the President/ President-Elect reports. He called our workshop a success. He announced that Laura Maly and Adam Jacobi have consented to direct the Tournament of Champions for a second year. He indicated that he plans to work completely with Jessica Hager on the by-laws and Constitution to get our procedures set.

Mike Traas moved that WDCA consider switching the number of VSS  STOC teams  from 32 to 35 as cut-off for going to octa-finals. Discussion of our two meetings rule for passing proposals led to a motion to suspend the rules. The suspension of the rules passed unanimously by a voice vote.

Discussion ensued about the VSS schedule. Eric VanErt, as host for the 2004 STOC, said that he would be able to work out the logistics to enable VSS to start debating by noon. Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.










Respectfully submitted,










Steve Gargo

