Prep Time Change in Policy Debate

Problem Description

Prep time allocation in policy debate at the Wisconsin State Debate Tournament is not consistent and the policy has essentially become Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. Many judges will simply give debaters 8 minutes of prep time, rather than the instructed time of 5. Many of our invitational tournaments use 8 minutes of prep time during the regular season event. Forcing people to change back to five minutes for the State Tournament is difficult.

Thus, I propose we consider one of the following to changes.

WDCA Standing Rules, Article C, Section XII, Paragraph A, Sub-paragraph 4 reads: 

The varsity divisions of policy debate will use 8-3-5 cross-examination format with 5 minutes prep time per side.

Amendment 1 – change 5 to 8, for all policy divisions:

The varsity divisions of policy debate will use 8-3-5 cross-examination format with 5 8 minutes prep time per side.

Amendment 2 – change 5 to 8 for VSS only

The varsity divisions of policy debate will use 8-3-5 cross-examination format with 5 8 minutes prep time per side in Varsity Switch Sides and 5 minutes prep time per side in Varsity Four Person.
